February is World Understanding Month , and the month in which we celebrate the birthday
of Rotary. On the 23" February we turn 103 — that’s a lot of candles.

Sad, but true, we live in a world where conflict is ever present and that has been the case
since mankind started to live in tribal groups. On any given day, it's said there are 20 to 30
armed conflicts in the world. In the last 15 years, 3.6 million people — 45 percent of whom
are children — have died due to civil and ethnic wars and violence. Does that mean we
should consign peace to the too hard basket? To quote Past Rl President Charles C. Keller

"Finding the path to world peace and understanding is not a spectator sport. It is fully
participatory. Mankind in the world as we know it cannot survive the continued use of war
as a means of settling our disputes.”

Not surprisingly, Rotary has again taken the initiative. In 2002, to promote world peace and
to develop the next generation of community and world leaders, The Rotary Foundation
established the Rotary Centres for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution.
Read more about this program on page 2. Suffice to say that, while there are many reasons
that | feel proud to be a Rotarian, this initiative is one of the standouts.

If we think about it, many of the long standing programs of Rotary International and The
Rotary Foundation have a secondary benefit of promoting world peace and understanding.
Youth Exchange, Group Study Exchange, Rotary Friendship Exchanges, World Community
Service and many others all result in the development of friendships across ethnic and
cultural divides. Every year new friendships are created. This vast web of interlinking
friendships can only be to the good of all mankind. Add to the mix the shared desire for world
peace by 1.2 million Rotarians worldwide and Rotary has to be making an impact.

It's time to think about the contribution we can make, both as individuals and clubs to support
Rotary’s fourth objective.

DG Greg

Pets

DGE Terry Daley and Debbie have only just returned from the International Assembly in San
Diego and will now be getting stuck right into final preparations for the upcoming PETS. This
will be held over the weekend of March 8-9" at the Leichhardt Hotel in Rockhampton.
Presidents and Secretarys Elect, please lock those dates into your calendar, if you have not
already done so. Presidents Elect who simply cannot be there need to arrange a
representative from their club (this may be the Secretary Elect) and notify DGE Terry
promptly (0708dge@rotary9570.org or 4936 1632).

As usual, PETS will be preceded by the District Assembly where Presidents Elect will be
asked to vote on the District budget for 2008-09.




Rotary Centres for International Studies in Peace a  nd Conflict Resolution

The Rotary Centres program was created in partnership with seven universities worldwide,
including The University of Queensland. They work to train future leaders in international
relations, peace, and conflict resolution and to develop social and political skills that will help
prevent future conflicts. Each year, up to 60 Rotary World Peace Scholars are chosen from
countries and cultures around the world to commence a two-year master’s-level degree
focused on international relations, peace, conflict resolution and related subjects.

Potential scholars must possess the following:

hold citizenship in a country where there is a Rotary club;

hold an earned undergraduate degree from an accredited college or university or its
international equivalent (based on a four-year curriculum);

have proficiency in a second language (including the language of the proposed host
university);

possess excellent leadership skills;

demonstrate a commitment to peace and international understanding through service,
academic, or professional achievements.

Do you know anyone who fits?

To continue the peace programs into perpetuity, the Rotary Centres Major Gift Initiative is
seeking to create a $US95 million endowment fund by 2015. We can help the program by
funding and also by finding well-qualified candidates and encouraging them to apply.

Emerald Floods

At the time of preparing this Newsletter, a large part of Emerald remains under water with
some 2,500 residents displaced from their homes, businesses closed and unknown loss of
farm stock, crops, fencing, etc.

Two of our clubs, Emerald and Emerald Sunrise, are in the thick of it, and as we would
expect, are actively involved in the efforts to evacuate and shelter those who have been
displaced. | am sure that there will also be Rotarians impacted directly through flooding of
homes and businesses. Thankfully there have been no reports so far of serious injury or loss
of life, and the locals appear to be in good spirits.

When the waters recede Chris and | intend to travel to Emerald to speak to AG Tim Maguire
and Presidents, Wayne Hansen and Debbie Dziewicki, about the things that the rest of us
can do to help Emerald get back on its feet. Please discuss the situation within your clubs
and consider ways in which you may be able to offer support. That may be with manpower,
particularly trade skills, it may be with funding, or other.

| have also spoken to President David Jackson from Blackall regards media reports of
flooding there. He advised that, while a couple of properties “went under”, the Barcoo did not
enter Blackall township itself. He agreed that Emerald is in far worse shape.



District Governor 2010-11

This is a reminder to all Rotarians interested in nominating for the position of District
Governor for the year 2010-11 that nominations were called in December and close February
15",

An information “pack”, including a nomination form, was emailed to all clubs and District
Officers in December, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that everyone knows about it. If you
are interested but unaware please check with your club secretary or contact District
Secretary Rod Kamholtz by email at rodkam@optusnet.com.au Remember that we do not
nominate ourselves; nominations come from our clubs. However that is unlikely to happen
without making your interest known. I'm only too happy to discuss the upsides and
downsides of what | can honestly say is a great experience. Any of our PDG’s will be more
than happy to do the same.

Chance To Change Rotary Rules

Rotarians around the world may propose changes to the Standard Club Constitution (but not
the bylaws) and RI Constitution and Bylaws. Proposals are voted on by District
representatives at the Council on Legislation (CoL), held every three years. If anyone has
any suggestions for improvement, you need to first convince your club, and have it voted on.
Next step is for all clubs in the District to vote on it. Then it goes to the CoL. While the next
CoL will not be held until 2010, RI requires submissions to be lodged in 2008. Voting at
District level will take place at our District Conference in May.

Bottom line is that to make the 2010 CoL, members have just three months to get proposals
to District Secretary Rod Kamholtz at PO Box 5381 Gladstone 4680. Our deadline is Anzac
Day.

If there is an interest, please refer to Chapter 10 of the 2007 Manual of Procedure for more
information, including samples.

Semi Annual Dues

All clubs should by now have received their second half semi-annual dues. If they have not
yet been paid please do so in February. | will email the February exchange rate to all clubs
once it is posted on the RI website.

Presidential Citations

A reminder to Club Presidents that for your club to receive a Presidential Citation, you firstly
need to fulfil the requirements as set by RI President Wilf Wilkinson, and secondly you need
to submit an application to District Governor Greg no later than March 31°. Soft copies of the
requirements brochure and application form will be emailed to all clubs in early February.



Rotary Youth Exchange’s 50th Anniversary In 2008

YEP celebrates its 50" year in 2008 and there will be a lot happening throughout Australia at
both National and District levels to commemorate this milestone.

The following YEP information has been extracted from a national newsletter that | will
circulate by email to all clubs.

At the recent 2007 ARYEPCC, three proposals were accepted. These were:-

DISTRICT ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

This is to be an annual award presented to the Australian district whose program increases
the most, both in the number of participants and their personal development. This includes
providing students with opportunities to become involved in Rotary and other community
programs so as to have a broader personal experience.

FOUNDERS SCHOLARSHIP

In association with the above award and if funding sources can be identified, an additional
scholarship to partly cover the cost of an exchange will be awarded to nominated student/s.
The current rural crisis has had a major effect on the program in the country where it has
always been most popular. Over the years the largest percentage of students have come
from the country.

ALUMNI

An Alumni database for former exchange students is to be developed as a web based site.
Participation will be on a voluntary basis. Some initial funding has been approved to start
this.

Happy Birthdays

The Rotary Club of Bundaberg City Daybreak celebrated its 20™ birthday on Saturday19™
January. It was great that they could attract so many former members, and good support
from sponsoring club, Bundaberg West. Thanks to President Linda for inviting Chris and 1.
We had a really enjoyable night.

On February 4™ the Rotary Club of Rockhampton East turns 40, a great milestone for the
club. Best wishes to President Rakesh and members past and present.

A District Literacy Summit, in collaboration with the Australian Literacy Educators’
Association (ALEA) is planned for 29-30 March, 2008. To be held at CQU (Rockhampton),
the Summit will feature accounts of Rotary literacy projects; workshops on how to support
Rotary literacy initiatives in schools and communities, and a fun-filled Saturday evening
“Scrabble-a-thon”. Finger food will be served, live music will entertain, and abundant prizes
will surprise! Do plan to attend.

GIVE A BOOK — EVERY DAY — TO A NEEDY CHILD AT NO COST TO YOU!
Go to www.theliteracysite.com and follow instructions.

Books are donated by site sponsors who provide a lot of very interesting information and
links to non-profit, literacy organizations such as First Book <www.firstbook.org> and Room
to Read www.roomtoread.org/about/index.htm|




The Conference Committee has certainly stepped up the pace as the finish line approaches.

Registration forms will have been emailed to all clubs and District
Officers and hard copies will shortly reach clubs by post. A soft copy
will be available on the District website for those who prefer to
register by email.

You will see that in addition to full registration, we are offering

registration by session, in the belief this provides an opportunity for
more Rotarians to attend overall.

A sneak preview of just some of our speakers

Michael McQueen Understanding Generation Y
Robyn Moore “The Power of the Word”
Ron Seddon “Mr RAM” — Rotary Club of Port Moresby & AG D9600

And a special thanks to our sponsors so far

Major Sponsors :
Golding Contractors
Yaralla Sports Club
Multitrade

Other Valued Supporters:

Calliope Shire Council Orica

Ergon Energy Pertek

GADPL Queensland Alumina Ltd
Gladstone City Council Rock Building Society
Lowry's Smash Repairs Valley Funerals

Nu-Print Gladstone

A reminder to Clubs

Clubs are encouraged to SHARE with your fellow D9570 Rotarians, those activities, events
and great ideas that you are proud of. This can be done by means of a display in the venue
foyer. If you wish to provide a display please advise Conference Chair, Gail Sellers and give
Gail some idea of requirements (eg pin boards). Gail can be contacted on
0708conf@rotary9570.0rg or 4972 5182. By contributing a display, your club will be eligible
for the Jim Kean trophy (best display).

A reminder to Rotarians

Book your accommodation early. See the next page for the options convenient to the
Conference venues

We look forward to seeing you there, MAY 16-18



District Conference 2008 Accommodation Guide
Gladstone - The "Engine Room"
May 16-17-18 2008

Conference Venue Gladstone Entertainment Centre, 58 Goondoon St
DG's Banquet PCYC, Yarroon St Gladstone

Accommodation within walking distance of the Conference venue

Rating Phone
Hotel Address Number
Best Western Harbour City Motor Inn | ** * * 20-24 William St 4976 7100
Rydges Gladstone Rk 100 Goondoon St 4972 4499
Harbour Sails Motor Inn *okokx 23 Goondoon St 4972 3456
Metro Hotel & Apartments Rk 22-24 Roseberry St | 4972 4711
Mid City Motor Inn *oRk K 26 Goondoon St 4972 3000

Rusty Anchor Motor Inn (500 metres) | *** 1/2 | 167-169 Goondoon | 4972 2099

Budget Motel
The Queens Hotel-Motel unlisted | 125 Goondoon St 4972 6615
Park View Motel xRk 41 Roseberry St 4972 3344

Accommodation within close walking distance of the Banquet venue

| Mawarra Motel | ***1/2 | 6 Scenery St | 4972 1411 |

Note that motels listed above as close to the Entertainment Centre are all less than 1 km
from the PCYC - a 10 to 15 minute walk with some uphill on the return. A shuttle bus service
will be operating.

Caravan Parks (Driving Required to Venues)

Seabreeze Caravan Park 10 Friend St 49721366
Gladstone City Caravan Park 185 Toolooa St 4979 1305
Kin Kora Village Caravan &

Relocatable Home Park Olsen Ave 4978 5461

Attendees Please Note
Pricing has not been shown as in some cases it varies with room availability. Please make
your own accommodation arrangements at the motel of your choice. Early bookings are
strongly recommended.

There are other accommodation options available, apartments for example, and motels
further from the venues. For more information on these, or if you wish to explore the region
before or after the District conference and want information on where to go, what to see and
where to stay, please contact the Gladstone Area Promotion and Development Limited
(GADPL) on 4972 9000 for assistance. Alternatively contact Danielle Sullivan, Rotary Club
of Boyne-Tannum, on 4973 7512.



pril 5th-12th 2008
ervey Bay

My Fellow Rotarians

| am sure you have heard the old adage “of the best laid plans of mice and men.” Well it's
happened to us; all our forward planning for the 2008 RYLA Retreat date was done without
considering when Easter was to fall due in that year.

Having considered all options we have re-scheduled for 5" to 12" April.

The best news about this of course is that it gives our District clubs (YOU) a little longer to
select and interview their proposed candidate.

Each year, thousands of young people take part in the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) program worldwide. Young people ages 14-30 (19-26 for our District) chosen for their
leadership potential attend an all-expenses-paid seminar, camp, or workshop to discuss
leadership skills and to learn those skills through practice. Rotary clubs and districts select
participants and facilitate the event's curriculum. RYLA was officially adopted by Rotary
International in 1971, and is one of the most significant and fastest-growing programs of
Rotary service. RYLA programs often lead to the formation or strengthening of Rotaract and
Interact clubs. RYLA participants often go on to become Youth Exchange students or
Ambassadorial Scholars. For more information about any of these programs simply log on to

www.rotary.org.

As District Chairman | will be pursuing clubs on a regular basis for candidates. Last year we
had 31 attendees from 6 of our 8 district 9570 Groups and for 2008 we are seeking one
candidate per club. This is not a holiday. It is an adventure based leadership and life skills
training program. It will not be easy but we are sure that after the week of adventure, thrills,
conflicts, and training many will acknowledge a life changing experience and make many
new close friends while at the same time gaining skills that will better equip them in their
employment, family and social circles.

District Chairman: PP Lawrie Beacham Rotary Club of Hervey Bay Sunrise.
Fax: 07 41289739 Email: |jb@j-p-r.com
Snail mail: Post Office Box 7170, Hervey Bay Qld 4655

Club Bulletins and items of an Historical nature relating to the District should be sent to Len
Sutherland at 0708historian@rotary9570.org or posted to 8 Matson Crescent, Gladstone Q
4680. Many thanks for those already received.

Len Sutherland

July New Rotary Officers month January Rotary Awareness month
August Membership and Extension month February World understanding month
September  New Generations month March Literacy month
October Vocational Service month April Magazine month
November Rotary Foundation month May Club Goal Finalisation month for
December Family month incoming Club presidents

June Rotary fellowship month



2008:

February Proposed meeting of Northern Region RAWCS Board in Toowoomba
Rockhampton East 30" birthday

March 7 District Finance and Management Committee, College of Governors

March 7 AG Training (PM)

March 8 - 9 PETS, Rockhampton.

March 29-30 Rotary/ALEACQ Literacy Summit — Rockhampton

April 5 - 12 RYLA Retreat, Hervey Bay

April D1220, England GSE Team arrives

May 16-18 District Conference Gladstone

May 18 D1220 GSE Team departs

June Rotary International Convention — Los Angeles

July 5 District Changeover, Kershaw House, Rockhampton

A net GAIN of 1.5 - 2% on Membership, as established by payment of District dues in
July.

Clubs to plan for and achieve a Presidential Citation as a demonstration of respect for the
RI President’s goals

Revitalise ROTARACT in the District. There are two Clubs at present and a new model
for Rotary support has been established.

Increase Club and Student participation in YEP (12 outbound selected in 2006-7).

More Clubs sponsoring Interact Clubs. There are 13 Clubs at present.

Promote RYPEN and RYAG participation more vigorously.

Clubs within Groups to apply collectively for Matching and other Grants.

Clubs to seek more applicants for Ambassadorial and Ambassadorial Cultural Scholars.
One Cultural Scholar Outbound 2007-08.

To improve Rotary knowledge and patrticipation at Club and District level through
increased support for Group assemblies

To provide support to our smaller and more remote Clubs via joint Assemblies, projects,
social/fellowship activities and the help required to ensure they remain active.

To make Rotary more attractive to younger people and women via promotion and
presentation to the community.

To increase giving to The Rotary Foundation (TRF).

Club Leadership plan implemented in four clubs with another 10 committed to adoption in
2008-09

To foster involvement in Friendship Exchanges.

Promote and foster Group ‘Matching Grant’ projects. The District will consider how
unused funds can be best put to work for the betterment of our world.

and don’t forget

‘KEEP ON HAVING FUN IN ROTARY’







