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December is Rotary Family Month 

December in Australia is also the period of Christmas, a time when families make that 
special effort to come together to share a special occasion together. I know that Rotary clubs 
throughout our District will be celebrating Christmas and the New Year, each in their own 
way. However, I doubt there are any clubs that do not have a family event in mind at some 
time during the festive season. Please give thought to the broader Family of Rotary when 
planning your festivities this year. Are there any past GSE team members, Ambassadorial 
Scholars, RYLARIANS, YEP students, RYPEN, and NYSF participants that your club has 
sponsored, and who might welcome an invitation to join in? Don’t forget to involve 
Rotaractors, inbound YEP students, and your club’s Interactors (and why not their parents) 
either. Maintain contact with those whom Rotary has helped because they are part of the 
next generation of Rotarians.  

As we enjoy our Christmas and all that goes with it, please reflect for a moment on those for 
whom Christmas has no meaning – not because of religion, but because their horizons do 
not extend beyond the daily battle for survival. Survival against thirst, hunger, disease and 
oppression. That’s why the world needs Rotary. 

Chris and I would like to extend our very best wishes to all Rotarians, their loved ones, and to 
all in the extended Family of Rotary for a very happy Christmas. For those still young enough 
to back up for serious New Year celebrations, enjoy the moment. For the rest of us, let’s just 
look forward to a wonderful 2008. 

DG Greg 

 
 
District News 
 

District AGM & District Officer Training  

Regrettably the District Annual General Meeting had to be rescheduled to Saturday, 
December 8th, and I regret the short notice but it was unavoidable. Our auditor could not 
have completed his work before this, and as adoption of the audited financial statements 
needs to happen at he AGM, postponement was necessary. 

The AGM starts at 10.30 am at the Leichhardt Hotel in Rocky. Club Presidents are the 
default voting delegates for the AGM, and if a President is unable to make it, I encourage you 
to nominate a proxy. The proxy does not have to be a member of your own club (although 
that’s preferable), but has to be someone present on the day. Please let District Secretary, 
Rod Kamholtz, know who will be attending (for catering purposes) and either confirm your 
proxy (if previously advised and still available) or submit a proxy form.  

The AGM will be followed by lunch, then a training session for District Officers. Even those 
who have an interest in taking on a District position are welcome to attend. 
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YEP 

The Outbound Youth Exchange students will receive their final “Orientation” over the first 
weekend in December. They will be joined at Chaverim, the environmental centre for Shalom 
College, Bundaberg, by our current overseas guests, our inbound students.   

Chairman Tony Castro and his Committee have done a tremendous job in promoting YEP 
and can take a good deal of credit for turning the numbers around. These weekends are very 
informative, with “no punches pulled”, but are also a lot of fun for students, parents and 
Rotarians alike. A highlight is the “floor show” put on by the combined inbound and outbound 
students at the Saturday night dinner. 

 
 
 

District Governor, 2010-2011:  

District 9570 will soon be seeking nominations, from clubs, for Rotarians willing to serve as 
Governor in the Rotary Year 2010-2011.  During December I will email to all Clubs, Assistant 
Governors and present District Officers an information package that will include a Nomination 
Form. This advance notice is aimed at getting Club Presidents to think about suitable 
prospects within their ranks, and also for individual Rotarians to give some thought to their 
ability and willingness to put up their hand.  

Being a DG is effectively a three year commitment (and open ended as a PDG after that), 
and, as I approach the final 6 months, I cannot deny that it is a very demanding job,  but it is 
such a rewarding experience in so many ways. 

If any Rotarian wants to discuss the DG’s job with me, I’m more than happy to do that. Chris 
will be equally happy to talk to wives (or husbands) about her support role, which in my case 
has been invaluable. 

The nomination period has to extend for at least two months, so I expect closure to be mid 
February. 

 
 

2008 District Conference - at the “ENGINE ROOM”  

For the benefit of our newer Rotarians, and even the longer standing ones who have never 
attended a District Conference, this is undoubtedly the highlight of each Rotary Year. The 
“Conference” part is misleading, unfortunately. There is a strong element of Rotary content, 
but keynote speakers from outside of Rotary cover subjects that may range from the serious, 
to motivational, to plain entertaining. The Saturday night DG’s banquet is invariably a top 
night – fellowship with Rotarians and partners from throughout Central Queensland is an 
important part of any Conference. 

Additionally we will be reviving the golf and bowls competitions on Saturday afternoon, with a 
harbour cruise or tours of some of Gladstone’s industries (the “Engines”) for those who prefer 
something more relaxing. 

I expect Registration Forms and accommodation information will be mailed to all Clubs (as 
well as being sent electronically) in the New Year. I would encourage you to book your 
accommodation as soon as possible. DON’T MISS OUT!! 
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42nd Zone Institute - Ballarat  

DGE Terry and Debbie, DGN John and Claire, Chris and I attended the 42nd Zone Institute at 
Ballarat in the latter part of November. The Zone Institute is an annual, Australia wide event 
for District Governors past, present and future. Otherwise they are much like a District 
Conference. The Institute was preceded by two days of training for DGEs, DGNs and District 
Trainers. DGs fill in that time by listening to a lot of current news, and by talking a lot. There 
was also a half day TRF Seminar and a day taken up with the Annual General Meetings for 
RAWCS, ROMAC, RDU and ARHRF. 

We were joined in Ballarat by our District Trainer, PDG Allan McTaggart and Desma, PDG 
John Mackay and June and PDG Gerry Meijer and Chris. 

·  Clubs wishing to use telemarketing firms to fundraise now require the approval of the 
DG of the day.  More will be said about this in an email to all clubs 

·  New tactics and benefits in the Polio+ campaign 

- Mothers in Nigeria offered mosquito bed nets when bringing their children for 
polio immunization 

- Taliban providing protection to vaccination teams in Pakistan and Afghanistan  

- Saudi Arabia requires proof of vaccination before issuing entry visas.  Cross 
infection at the annual pilgrimage to Mecca had been a major problem 

·  ARHRF to continue mental health campaign, with increasing emphasis on young 
people. They would like clubs to conduct activities in addition to Forums – e.g. Mental 
Health First Aid (2 days) 

·  Approval for ARCAP to apply for voluntary dissolution. 

·  RAWCS looking to establish a trust fund that in time will generate sufficient interest 
revenue to meet administrative costs and possibly some of the overseas aid costs. 

·  Acknowledgement of contributions to RAM “Adopt a Village” by Maryborough, 
Maryborough City and  Mackay West 

·  Significant changes proposed for TRF grants but little information was supplied at the 
time. Read about it at 
www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/  

·  Australian Districts are looking to a common approach to marketing Rotary. Lessons 
have been learnt from the co-operative approach in NZ 

·  An arrangement is being stitched up with Holden to raffle a donated car, with 
proceeds going to rural support. There are more questions than answers at this 
stage. 

·  Continuing decline in YEP participation within Australia 

·  Siemens have extended their sponsorship of the Science Summer Schools for 
another 5 years 

It’s customary that our Institute is attended by the RI President Elect and we were addressed 
by Dong-Kurn (DK) Lee. DGE Terry and Debbie attended a special breakfast with DK and his 
wife Young Ja. 
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COUNCIL on LEGISLATION  

Rotary’s Council on Legislation is the forum at which proposed changes to the Constitution 
and By-Laws of RI and to the Standard Club Constitution are discussed and voted on. 
Proposals may come from any District or Club, although there is a process to follow. That 
process is the mechanism that allows each of us to have an input into the rules of Rotary. 

The next Council on Legislation will be held in 2010. However the closing date for inputs is 
31st December 2008, just one year away. Proposals coming from our clubs (or from District) 
have to be voted on at a District Conference, which means Gladstone next May. That’s not 
far away at all. 

I expect District 9570’s representative to the 2010 CoL will be appointed in February. In the 
meantime if you would like information on how to propose a change, please ask your club 
secretary to contact District Secretary Rod Kamholtz. 
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The profile of water and sanitation in Rotary International received a 
tremendous boost on October 25th.  On that day the United Nations 
Association of New York honoured RI and The Rotary Foundation with 
its 2007 Humanitarian Award, in recognition of Rotary’s significant efforts 
to provide safe water and sanitation and its commitment to sustainable 

development worldwide. 

“In the years since RI has started focusing on water as one of its annual service 
emphases….. We’ve learned just how much can be accomplished with relatively little, how a 
single small water project, perhaps a pump or a filter, can change the life of a community,” 
says RI president Wilf Wilkinson.  “However, our work has also included participation in many 
other major water projects.” 

 The award is presented annually in observance of United Nations Day (October 24).  This 
year’s award ceremony will focus on the global water crisis.  Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs, 
Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University and special adviser to the UN 
Secretary-General, served as Honorary Chair of the event. 
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July  New Rotary Officers month. 
August  Membership and Extension month 
September New Generations month 
October  Vocational Service month 
November  Rotary Foundation Month 
December Family month 
 

January Rotary Awareness month 
February World understanding month 
March Literacy month 
April  Magazine month 
May  Club Goal Finalisation month for 

 incoming Club presidents. 
June Rotary fellowship month 
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2007:  
Nov 30 - Dec 2 Youth Exchange Outbound Orientation. 
Dec 8 District AGM 
Dec 8 District Officer Training 
 Nominations for DG 2010-2011 called 
By Dec 31 Notification to RI and District, 2008-09 Club Officers 
  
2008:  
January   International Assembly, San Diego, DGE Terry and Debbie attend 
 Bundaberg City Daybreak 20th birthday celebrations 
  
February Proposed meeting of Northern Region RAWCS Board in Toowoomba 
 Rockhampton East 30th birthday 
  
March 7 District Finance and Management Committee, College of Governors 
March 7 AG Training (PM) 
March 8 - 9  PETS, Rockhampton. 
March 22 -29 RYLA Retreat, Hervey Bay 
March 29-30 Rotary/ALEACQ Literacy Summit – Rockhampton 
  
April  D1220, England GSE Team arrives 
  
May 16-18  District Conference Gladstone 
May 18  D1220 GSE Team departs 
  
June Rotary International Convention – Los Angeles 
  
July 5 District Changeover, Kershaw House, Rockhampton 
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New Members 
Bundaberg Sunrise: 
Peter Randall, sponsored by Craig Marriott, classification Banking – Rural Lending 
Ken Martin, sponsored by Alan Gordon, classification General Law 
David Halliday, sponsored by Don Robinson 
Mackay North: 
Russell Ward, sponsored by PP Pat Crompton, classification Business Broking. 
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For all your Rotary supplies and regalia contact Judy, Lyndee, Mim, Pauline or 
Pat at: 
RDU Merchandising & Promotions   
Phone: 02 9897 3118                                                                        Fax: 02 9637 8052 
Email: supplies@rotarydownunder.com.au           Web: www.rotarydownunder.com.au 
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The Interact Club of St Luke’s Anglican School, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bundaberg 
Sunrise, currently has 35 very active members. They are involved in a numerous number of 
local, national and international service activities. An example of some of the fund raising 
activities they are involved with during the year include The Salvation Army’s Red Shield 
Appeal, Cancer Council Queensland’s Relay for Life, World Vision’s 40 Hour Famine,  
Cancer Council’s Daffodil Day. They raise many thousands of dollars supporting these very 
worthy causes. 

Community service activities include visits to aged care facilities where the members take 
afternoon tea, speak and entertain the residents with a concert. This is done several times a 
year but the Christmas visits are always very cheering. They are involved with assisting with 
the disabled in their bimonthly meetings, gather for Clean Up Australia Day and assist with 
the Fruit and Vegetable growers in the annual Bundy in Bloom parade. 

The spectacles collection is ongoing, and thousands of glasses have been collected to be 
recycled in overseas countries. The club sponsors children in India to assist them to remain 
at school in poor rural communities.  

The members assist their sponsoring club with the annual Multicultural Festival in a number 
of ways as well as running a stall there to raise funds for designated Rotary and non-Rotary 
causes. The supervising teacher for the Interact club is Neil Robinson who is also a member 
of the Rotary Club of Bundaberg Sunrise. 

The Interact Club is very active and the members gain a lot from their contribution to the 
welfare of others. The club has a growing membership and it is hoped that this will continue 
into the future.  

Chris Roelofs 
Interact District Chair 

 

                   
 Collecting used glasses to send overseas   at Clean up Australia Day 

                 
          Entertaining the elderly at a retirement village Collecting for Cancer Research 
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The Rotary Club of Hervey Bay has come up with a gem of an idea of helping another club 
within their district that is down on members to register a Community Service Project 

Their idea of sharing the Christmas spirit by donating non-perishable goods or toys to the 
Rotary Club of Gayndah has gained a very strong compliment from District DG Greg. 

The Rotary Club of Gayndah currently down on members was somewhat surprised of 
receiving a call from Hervey Bay with the offer and President Alan Aikenhead accepted the 
offer very graciously. 

Hervey Bay has taken this project a little further in their city by asking the Hervey Bay City 
and Sunrise clubs to contribute as well. 

The Xmas goods and gifts will be delivered to Gayndah prior to Xmas so they will have time 
to distribute the food and toy parcels to families within their district that are facing struggle 
street. 

The Rotaryannes are also contributing by making up small gifts to be given out to the family 
Mums as well 

The Rotary Club of Hervey Bay have appointed their very first lady member Sylvia Dunn 
recently inducted to be the project officer of this very worthwhile cause. 

John Walker 
Club Service Director 
Rotary Club of Hervey Bay 
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A District Literacy Summit, in collaboration with the Australian Literacy Educators’ 
Association (ALEA) is planned for 29-30 March, 2008. To be held at CQU (Rockhampton), 
the Summit will feature accounts of Rotary literacy projects; workshops on how to support 
Rotary literacy initiatives in schools and communities, and a fun-filled Saturday evening 
“Scrabble-a-thon”.  Finger food will be served, live music will entertain, and abundant prizes 
will surprise! Do plan to attend. 

GIVE A BOOK – EVERY DAY – TO A NEEDY CHILD AT NO COST TO YOU! 

Go to www.theliteracysite.com and follow instructions.  

Books are donated by site sponsors who provide a lot of very interesting information and 
links to non-profit, literacy organizations such as First Book <www.firstbook.org> and Room 
to Read www.roomtoread.org/about/index.html 
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Club Bulletins and items of an Historical nature relating to the District should be sent to Len 
Sutherland at 0708historian@rotary9570.org or posted to 8 Matson Cresent, Gladstone Q 
4680. Many thanks for those already received. 
 
Len Sutherland 
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The listed students are to be congratulated on their selection to attend NYSF in the New 
Year. 
 
Christian Name Surname School Rotary Club 
“Phil” Philip Hanson Whitsunday Anglican Mackay 
Jack Gaynor Holy Spirit College Port of Mackay 
“Sam” Samantha Wynne R’ton Girls Grammar Rockhampton West 
Erica Ortt St Luke’s Anglican Bundaberg Sunrise 
Patrice Ramsay Biloela SHS Biloela 
“Ravi” Isuravi Widanapathirana Emmaus College Rockhampton Sunrise 
Aimee Mocatta St Luke’s Anglican Bundaberg 
Nalani Cooper Maryborough SHS Maryborough 
Ellen Lawson Fraser Coast Anglican Hervey Bay Sunrise 
Lachlan Rogers Isis District SHS Childers 
Hirruthyaa Manivasagan Tannum Sands SHS Boyne-Tannum 
Melody Dobrinin Gladstone SHS Gladstone Port Curtis 
 

Thank you to all clubs who forwarded nominations and all who helped in the selection 
process whatsoever.  
 
Wayne Litherland 
District Chairman 
 
 
 

 
Successful students at orientation with  

NYSF Director, Geoff Burchfield and Julie Kayes (2007 attendee) 
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·  A net GAIN of 1.5 - 2% on Membership, as established by payment of District dues in 
July. 

·  Clubs to plan for and achieve a Presidential Citation as a demonstration of respect for the 
RI President’s goals 

·  Revitalise ROTARACT in the District. There are two Clubs at present and a new model 
for Rotary support has been established. 

·  Increase Club and Student participation in YEP (12 outbound selected in 2006-7). 
·  More Clubs sponsoring Interact Clubs. There are 13 Clubs at present. 
·  Promote RYPEN and RYAG participation more vigorously. 
·  Clubs within Groups to apply collectively for Matching and other Grants. 
·  Clubs to seek more applicants for Ambassadorial and Ambassadorial Cultural Scholars. 

One Cultural Scholar Outbound 2007-08. 
·  To improve Rotary knowledge and participation at Club and District level through 

increased support for Group assemblies 
·  To provide support to our smaller and more remote Clubs via joint Assemblies, projects, 

social/fellowship activities and the help required to ensure they remain active. 
·  To make Rotary more attractive to younger people and women via promotion and 

presentation to the community. 
·  To increase giving to The Rotary Foundation (TRF). 
·  Club Leadership plan implemented in four clubs with another 10 committed to adoption in 

2008-09 
·  To foster involvement in Friendship Exchanges. 
·  Promote and foster Group ‘Matching Grant’ projects. The District will consider how 

unused funds can be best put to work for the betterment of our world. 
and don’t forget 
 

‘KEEP ON HAVING FUN IN ROTARY’ 
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